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Proposed 29 Palms Training Land/Airspace Acquisition Project

We Must Train As We Fight

Operation Iraqgi Freedom

demonstrated a requirement

for Marine Expeditionary

Brigades to receive

maemamese SUStained, combined arms,
S |1ve fire and maneuver

7 training.
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We Must Train As We Fight

. o [m— MCAGCC 29 Palms - Marines with Company
e L[l A, 1st Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment,
=) ; patrol through the streets of the Range 200
Military Operations in Urban Terrain facility
during Mojave Viper.
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We Must Train As We Fight

MCAGCC 29 Palms - Range 215

AL SAQLAWIYAH, Iraq -

Marines with 3rd Battalion,
5th Marine Regiment, patrol
through urban streets during
Operation Saqglawiyah.
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Lands to the north, south, east and west of
the base were evaluated for potential land
acquisition to meet Marine Corps training
requirements. Study areas included land for
safety buffers.

Project Inception

+Marine Corps Training and Education
Command (TECOM) formulated MEB
training requirement from lessons learned
from combat.

*Marine Corps Reference Publication 3-OC
and a Land Use Requirements Study
showed need for more training range area.

+Center for Naval Analyses nationwide
study of training options recommended
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, CA.

+Marine Requirements Oversight Council
(MROC) validated training requirement and
approved study for land acquisition and
airspace establishment or modification at
MCAGCC.

+*Undersecretary of Defense approved
moving forward to study alternatives at
MCAGCC to meet MEB training.

+Notice of Intent to undertake an
Environmental Impact Statement
published in October 2008.
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Lands to the west, south and east of 29Palms

have been studied in the NEPA process. The

BLM “withdrawal” application requested that

public lands be reserved from competing

future claims during the study period.

e Public access and recreation are not affected
during the study process.
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BLM Withdrawal Application

*The Department of the Navy, on behalf of
the Marine Corps, submitted a “withdrawal
of public lands” application in August 2008.

+ BLM published Segregation Notice in
September 2008 and public lands within the

study areas were reserved from competing
future claims for two years.

¢ In June 2009, the Department of the Navy
relinquished its interest in approximately
60,000 total acres of land— about 15% of the
total, reducing the study area to about
379,000 acres.

+ In September 2010, BLM published a Notice of
Withdrawal in Aid of Legislation to continue to
reserve the public lands from competing
claims to allow the EIS study to be completed.

+ After the NEPA process, if necessary, any
withdrawal of public lands would require
congressional approval. Fair market value
would be paid for any non-federal lands
acquired.
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Marines Must Train As We Fight

COMMAND ELEMENT
MEB Headguarters
Inteligence
Commwnications
Administratve Support

GROUND COMBAT AVIATION COMBAT LOGISTICS COMBAT
ELEMENT ELEMENT ELEMENT
Regimenual Combat Team Madine Aviaton Growp Combac Logistics Regment
Threw Bettdion Task Farces Supply and Logiviics Sippart

Operational Requirement

+Marines deploy as a Marine Air Ground
Task Force (MAGTF).

+Marines must train as a Marine
Expeditionary Brigade MAGTF (MEB) to
deploy around the globe.

+A MEB, about 15,000 Marines, includes:
+a Command Element;

+a Ground Combat Element built around
a Regimental Combat Team (three
battalions);

+an Aviation Combat Element built
around a Marine Aviation Group;

+a Logistics Combat Element built around
a Combat Logistics Regiment.

+MEB training requires a sustained (48-72
hours), combined-arms, live-fire and
maneuver training exercise.

+*No military range in the DoD inventory -
including MCAGCC - is currently sufficient
to support MEB training.
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The Marine Corps Training and Education Command
Assessed Alternatives Against These Factors

Critical Training Requirements
+*Three Battalion Task Forces abreast converging onto a MEB objective
+48-72 hours of continuous offensive operations toward the MEB
objective
+Integrated air and ground live fires with optimized freedom of action
(within reasonable constraints)

Other Evaluation Criteria
Land and Airspace that allow for:
*Employment of current and future weapons systems and munitions
*Employment of tactical communications and logistics over extended
distances
+Contiguity with current MCAGCC land
+Avoiding parks, critical habitat, wildlife refuges and wilderness areas

+1000 meter buffer between live-fire areas and base boundary
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Airspace Alternatives Would Also Be Studied

*Proposed land acquisition alternatives would require establishment or
modification of Special Use Airspace to meet requirements for Marine
Air Ground Task Force Training.

+Each action alternative being studied in the EIS has varying degrees
of training land acquisition and Special Use Airspace establishment or
modification.

+*Any Special Use Airspace established or modified would be managed,
as it is now, to release it for use by all aircraft in the National Airspace
System when not needed for military training.
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Types of Airspace Used in Military Training at MCAGCC

*Restricted Area (RA): Non-military aircraft are prohibited from entering
during military training activities that involve live fire; MCAGCC releases
RA for use by all aircraft in the National Airspace System when not needed
for military training.

*Military Operations Area (MOA): A military operations area is airspace
designated outside of Class A airspace (18,000 - 60,000 feet) to separate
or segregate certain nonhazardous military activities from Instrument
Flight Rule (IFR) traffic and to identify for Visual Flight Rule (VFR) traffic
where these activities are conducted.

*Air Traffic Control Assigned Airspace (ATCAA): Similar to a MOA (and
usually overlaying a MOA) within Class A airspace, non-military aircraft
may fly in ATCAA during military training so long as air traffic controllers
can maintain IFR separation from military aircraft; only non-hazardous
military activities may be undertaken in ATCAA.
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A Range of Reasonable Alternatives Were Evaluated in DEIS
*Five land acquisition alternatives for meeting MEB training
requirements were presented to the public during scoping.
+Based on public comments and further examination of training
requirements, terrain, property ownership and other factors, the five
were modified - resulting in removing 15% of lands from the study
area.
*A sixth land acquisition alternative was developed to accommodate
public access while better meeting MEB training requirements.
+All Alternatives received the same degree of analysis regarding
environmental impacts associated with selecting them.

Supporting Airspace Alternatives
+Alternatives to establish and modify Special Use Airspace were
developed to support the training in any newly acquired lands.
+One airspace alternative would support land acquisition
Alternatives 1, 4 and 5.
*Three separate airspace alternatives were developed for each of
land acquisition Alternatives 2, 3 and 6.
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Marine Corps Selects Alternative 6 as the Preferred Alternative

+Alternative 6, while not the best from either an operational or an
environmental impact perspective, is the optimal alternative given
both the operational and environmental impact factors. Consequently,
Alternative 6 is the Marine Corps’ Preferred Alternative.

In addition, Alternative 6 would allow for continued public access to important
portions of the Johnson Valley OHV area for up to 10 months of each year.

*From an operational perspective, the best alternative is Alternative 1.

+Alternative 5 is the environmentally preferable alternative; however,
it is a very poor alternative from the operational perspective.
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Alternative 6 - Partial West/South

+About 145,000 acres west/21,000 acres south
*Maneuver would start from the east on the current MCAGCC base and the south study area, and the MEB
battalions would converge on an objective in the west study area.

*No dud-producing ordnance used in 40,000 acres of the south-most portion of the west study area; this
40,000 acres would be open for public use when MEB training not required.

Proposed 29 Palms Training Land/Airspace Acquisition Project (as of 06 May 2010)
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Airspace Establishment and Modification Highlights
Under EIS Land Acquisition
Alternative 6

*Would add Proposed Combined Arms Exercise MOA/ATCAA between
currently authorized Bristol MOA/ATCAA and Turtle MOA/ATCAA.

+*Would expand Sundance MOA/ATCAA to the south, east and west.

*Would add Proposed Western Restricted Area and Western MOA/ATCAA
to the west of the current R2501 Restricted Area.

+In the area west of the Fry Mountains Western Restricted Area would
only go down to 1,500 feet above ground level, as would be true for
Restricted Area anywhere it is not above the installation.
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Airspace Establishment and Modification
Proposed Under EIS Land Ach|5|t|on Alternative 6
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Airspace Establishment and Modification

Proposed Under EIS Land Acquisition Alternative 6
Surface and Ceiling of Airspace Blocks in Alternative

/" / ,  Existing Altitude Range

I 1 Proposed Altitude Range
Not to Scale
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Airspace Establishment and Modification

Proposed Under EIS Land Acquisition Alternative 6
Dégys and Hours of Proposed Usage of SUA
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Proposed Sundance MOA/ATCAA

(27.000,MSL)

Johnson Valley CAX Corridor Turtle MOA
MOA/ATCAA parameters: parameters: MOA/ATCAA parameters:
parameters: parameters:
Alt Hours Days Alt Hours Days Alt Hours Days Alt Hours Days Alt Hours Days
FL180 8 160 FL270 12 20X2 FL220 8 MF FL270 12 6 FL220 10 M-F
12 34 For a total of 40 days/yr. FL270 12 6 FL 400" 12 6 FL270 12 6
FL270 24 6 24-hour operations. FL400* 12 6 *Not to exceed 40 hours FL400* 12 6
FL400" 12 FL 400* 12 6 *Not to exceed 40 hours per year *Not to exceed 40 hours
*Not to exceed 40 hours *Not to exceed 40 hours per year per year
per year per year
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Path Forward

s i "k > Published Draft EIS, February 2011
R > Public Comment Period, Feb 25 to May 26,
X 2011
_:'fQ‘: » Public Comment Meetings, April 12 (Joshua
= P Tree), April 13 (Ontario) and April 14
‘?f,z ; ’- (Victorville)

w

eEvaluate Public Comments
¢Publish Final EIS, December 2011
#Publish Record of Decision (ROD), April 2012
oIf required by the ROD:
+ Submit land withdrawal legislation request,
2012
+ Commence FAA air space proposal processes to
consider establishment or modification of
MCAGCC Special Use Airspace, 2012
* Federal Land Withdrawal, 2012
* Prepare Resource Management Plan or Amend
Existing Plan, 2012-2014
+ Acquire State/Private Lands, 2012-2014
+ Complete FAA airspace review processes, 2013
+ Complete Necessary Training Range
Improvements, 2014
+ Implement and Sustain Required Mitigation,
2014 and beyond
¢+ Commence MEB-Level Training, 2015
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Path Forward — Project Timeline

10/07 4/08 10/08 4/09 10/09 4/1010/10 4/11 10/11 4/1210/12 4/1310/13 4/14 10/14
FYO8 FYO09 FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15

OSD Submitted Submitted
Permits BLM Withdrawal
Study Withdrawal/ in Aid of
Segregation Legislation
Application Request to

BLM

Requirements Definition, Socialization, Strategic Communications

If Required
by ROD

Preliminary Notional Land Acquisition Activities
Preliminary Land Analysis ||

Analyze Airspace Issues Airspace Establishment

Range MILCON, Equip, et

Opportunities for Public Comment
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Stakeholders (Illustrative)

Non-Governmental
e Private and Commercial Airline
Pilots and Commercial Airlines
e Chambers of Commerce

e (Conservation and Environmental
Groups

e Recreational Groups — Hikers,
Off-Road Vehicle Enthusiasts

e Manufacturers, Energy
Companies, Railroads, Mines and
Other Businesses

e Historical Preservation Groups

e Developers and Construction
Companies

e Military Support Groups

Governmental
State and Federal Regulatory
Agencies

State and Federal Resource
Agencies

City and County Governments
Regional Governing Bodies

State, Regional and Local Economic
Development Agencies

State and Federal Transportation
Agencies

State and Federal Land
Management Agencies

State and Federal Aviation
Authorities

Native American Tribes
Other DoD Military Services
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Conclusion
+*To meet our required service-level training,
the Marine Corps is studying reasonable
training land acquisition and special use
airspace establishment alternatives in the area
near the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat
Center, Twentynine Palms, CA.

*The Marine Corps pledges to seek only those
lands and airspace needed and to continue our
tradition of outstanding environmental
stewardship. The Marine Corps is proud of this
tradition, as well as of our good neighbor
practices in the High Desert.

*Throughout the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) process, stakeholders have had and
will have opportunities to review alternatives,
the completed studies that support NEPA
compliance, the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement, and the final decision made for a
project that seeks the resources necessary to
train Marines as they must fight.

*We look forward to working with you
throughout the NEPA process, receiving your
comments, and using them to develop the right
plan to meet Marine Corps training
requirements while we also help to preserve the
region’s resources for generations to come.
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For Further Information
Please Contact:

Proposed 29Palms Training Land/Airspace
Acquisition Project
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No Action Alternative - Current Base

+Adds no land; adds no changes to airspace

*Would not meet MEB training requirements but would provide continued support for other
combined-arms exercise programs and training.

Proposed 29 Palms Training Land/Airspace Acquisition Project (as of 06 May 2010)
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Special Use and Other Airspace in vicinity of MCAGCC
No Action Alternative — No Added or Modified Airspace
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Special Use and Other Airspace in vicinity of MCAGCC

No Action Alternative — No Added or Modified Airspace
Surface and Ceiling of Airspace Blocks in Alternative
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Alternative 1 - West/South

+About 180,000 acres west/21,000 acres south

*Maneuver would start from the east on the current MCAGCC base and the south study area,
and the MEB battalions would converge on an objective in the west study area.

Proposed 29 Palms Training Land/Airspace Acquisition Project (as of 06 May 2010)
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Alternative 4 - West/South

+About 180,000 acres west/21,000 acres south
*No dud-producing ordnance use in the west study area

*Maneuver would start in the west study area, the MEB battalions would converge on two
objectives, one in the south study area and the other in the east of the current MCAGCC base.

Proposed 29 Palms Trmnmg Land 'Alrspace Acquisition Project (as of 06 May 2010)
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Alternative 5 - West

+About 180,000 acres to the west
*No dud-producing ordnance use in the west study area

*Maneuver would start in the west study area and the MEB battalions would converge on two
objectives within the current MCAGCC base: one in the Military Operations in Urban Terrain
(MOUT) area and the other in the east.

Proposed 29 Palms Training Land/Airspace Acquisition Project (as of 06 May 2010)
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Airspace Establishment and Modification Highlights
Under EIS Land Acquisition
Alternatives 1, 4 and 5

*Would add Proposed Combined Arms Exercise MOA/ATCAA between
currently authorized Bristol MOA/ATCAA and Turtle MOA/ATCAA.

*Would expand Sundance MOA/ATCAA to the south, east and west.

+*Would add proposed Western Restricted Area and Western
MOA/ATCAA to the west of the current R2501 Restricted Area.
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Airspace Establishment and Modification
Proposed Under EIS Land Acquisition
Alternatives 1, 4 and 5
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Airspace Establishment and Modification
Proposed Under EIS Land Acquisition
Alternatives 1, 4 and 5
Surface and Ceiling of Airspace Blocks in Alternatives
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Alternative 2 - Partial West/South

+About 114,000 acres west/ 21,000 acres south

*Maneuver would start from the east on the current MCAGCC base and the south study area, and
the MEB battalions would converge on an objective in the west study area.

Proposed 29 Palms Training Land/Airspace Acquisition Project (as of 06 May 2010)
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Airspace Establishment and Modification Highlights
Under EIS Land Acquisition
Alternative 2

*Would add Proposed Combined Arms Exercise MOA/ATCAA between
currently authorized Bristol MOA/ATCAA and Turtle MOA/ATCAA.

+Would expand Sundance MOA/ATCAA to the south, east and west.

*Would add proposed Western Restricted Area and Western MOA/ATCAA
to the west of the current R2501 Restricted Area.

+* Westward expansion of both the Western Restricted Area and the
MOA/ATCAA would be less in Alternative 2 than in Alternatives 1,4, 5
and 6.
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Airspace Establishment and Modification
Proposed Under EIS Land Acquisition
Alternative 2
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Airspace Establishment and Modification
Proposed Under EIS Land Acquisition

Alternative 2
Surface and Ceiling of Airspace Blocks in Alternative
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Alternative 3 - South/East

+About 21,000 acres south/177,000 acres east

*Maneuver would start from the south and east study areas and the MEB battalions would
converge on an objective within the current MCAGCC base in the northwest.

Proposed 29 Palms Training Land/Airspace Acquisition Project (as of 06 May 2010)
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Airspace Establishment and Modification Highlights
Under EIS Land Acquisition
Alternative 3

*Would convert Bristol MOA/ATCAA into Bristol Restricted Area.

+*Would add Proposed Combined Arms Exercise Restricted Area
between currently authorized Bristol MOA/ATCAA and Turtle
MOA/ATCCA.

+Would expand Sundance MOA/ATCAA to the south, east and west.



Proposed 29 Palms Training Land/Airspace Acquisition Project

Airspace Establishment and Modification
Proposed Under EIS Land Acquisition
_ Alternative 3
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Airspace Establishment and Modification
Proposed Under EIS Land Acquisition

Alternative 3
Surface and Ceiling of Airspace Blocks in Alternative
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